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U ovom broju objavljujemo pretisak članka Palača Prve hrvatske štedionice u Zagrebu iz časopisa  

VIESTI 
DRUŽTVA INŽINIRA I ARHITEKTA U HRVATSKOJ I SLAVONIJI  

XXI, 6 i 7 1900. 

Prof. dr. sc. Dražen Aničić, dipl. ing. građ., redoviti član Akademije tehničkih znanosti Hrvatske 

PALAČA PRVE HRVATSKE ŠTEDIONICE U ZAGREBU 
U roku od svega petnaest mjeseci u središtu Zagreba izgrađena je 1898-1899 palača Prve hrvatske štedionice. Impozantnu, 
reprezentativnu i bogato urešenu trokatnicu s podrumima, visokim prizemljem i kupolom koja obuhvaća Ilicu, Preradovićev trg i dio 
Bogovićeve ulice i ima ukupnu površinu od oko 10.200 m2 izgradili su domaći sinovi od domaćega materijala, a u zgradu su 
ugrađeni i mnoge tehničke novosti za ono doba. U članku, čiji pretisak sljedi, arhitekt Josip pl. Vancaš podrobno opisuje zgradu, 
gradnju i sudionike. Ova velika poslovno-stambena zgrada, osim prostorija štedionice imala je pivnicu (s ledarom za rashlađivanje 
pića), narodni kasino, mnoge dućane, 20 velikih najamnih stanova te 8 podvorničkih stanova. Prostorije su se grijale radijatorima s 
toplom vodom iz centralne kotlovnice te toplim zrakom. Stanovi su imali kupelji s kupeljskim pećima, električna zvonila, a poslovni 
prostori kućne telefone. Zgrada je imala autonomnu električnu centralu snage 32 kW a motori pokretani plinskom turbinom 
snabdijevali su 1350 žarulja snage 16-25 svijeća. Po noći (radi noćnog mira) rasvjeta se osiguravala sustavom akumulatora koji bi 
se po danu punili. Banka je imala dva čvrsta trezora od betona i traverza, a za noćnu sigurnost bili su zaduženi štedionički stražari.  
Građevina je izgrađena na betonskim temeljima. Nosivo ziđe svrstano je u tri kategorije, ovisno o opterećenju (opeka u vapnenom 
mortu, opeka u cementnom mortu, klinker opeka u cementnom mortu). Ugrađeni su materijali koje danas više ne poznajemo: 
pregradni zidovi su ljeveni od sadrenog cementa, ravni krovovi su od drvenog cementa, neke žbuke su od papirosita (njeka kamenu 
slična i tvrda bielkasta žbuka). Po mnogim detaljima zgrada je naročita: obiluje kipovima reljefima, štukaturama, kovanim stubišnim 
ogradama, lijepim kaljevim pećima...I za današnje prilike čini se nedostižnim da bi se tako velika zgrada za samo sto dana mogla 
sagraditi do krova, a za petnaest mjeseci i svečano otvoriti. U izvedbi je, što na gradilištu, što u radionicama, sudjelovalo 600-800 
domaćih majstora i radnika. Svi nositelji posla poimenično su navedeni i pohvaljeni za savjestan rad. Troškovi građenja ove velebne 
građevine iznosili je 123 krune/m2. A toliko je u to vrijeme iznosila mjesečna plaća bolje plaćenog činovnika! Tko bi danas po toj 
cijeni i u takvom roku mogao sagraditi sličnu zgradu ? 

PALACE OF THE FIRST CROATIAN SAVINGS BANK IN ZAGREB 
The palace of the First Croatian Savings Bank was built in record time of fifteen months in the center of Zagreb, in 1898-1899.  This 
imposing, representative and richly ornamented three-story building, with basements, high ground story and cupola overlooking the 
Ilica street, Preradović's square and Bogović's street, and occupying an area of about 10,200 square meters, was built by domestic 
builders using domestic material, and many technical features, quite novel at that time, were installed in the building.  In the article, 
whose reprint is given below, the architect Josip pl. Vancaš gives a detailed description of the building, its construction and 
participants in the construction process. This combined office and residential building had, in addition to space reserved for the 
savings bank, a beer hall (with icing unit for cooling the drinks), a popular casino, many department stores, 20 big apartments for 
rent and 8 janitor apartments.  Rooms were heated by radiators using hot water coming from the central boiler room, and by hot air.  
The apartments had baths with bath stoves, electric bells, and house entrance phones were provided for the portion of the building 
reserved for offices.  The building had an autonomous electric power plant with 32 kW capacity, and the motors, activated by a gas 
turbine, provided power for 1350 electric bulbs, ranging from 16 to 25 standard candles in intensity.  To eliminate noise, during the 
night the complex was powered by a battery-based system which was charged during daytime hours.  The bank had two strongrooms 
made of concrete blocks and steel beams, and bank's watchmen were responsible for night-time safety. The building was built on 
concrete foundations.  The load-bearing masonry walls can be classified into three categories, depending on load they are required 
to withstand (bricks in lime mortar, bricks in cement mortar, clinker bricks in cement mortar).  The builders applied materials that 
are no longer in use: partition walls were built using gypsum cement, flat roofs are made of wood cement, some plasters are of the so 
called papirosit (a type of whitish and hard plaster, similar to stone).  Many details contribute to the outstanding appearance of this 
building: it abounds in sculptures, reliefs, stucco work, forged stair railings, beautiful tile stoves ... Even today, it seems quite 
unbelievable that such a huge building could have been raised to roof level in one hundred days only, and that it in fact 
ceremoniously opened its doors to general public in no more than fifteen months.  Some 600 to 800 domestic craftsmen and 
construction workers participated in the construction, some of them on the site itself, and some in various workshops.  The name of 
every contractor that participated in this enterprise is cited and every one of them is commended for diligent work.  The cost of 
construction of this splendid edifice amounted to 123 krunas per cubic meter.  This in fact corresponded to no more than a monthly 
salary of a higher public official! Who would nowadays, at that price, and in such a short time, succeed in building such an edifice?  
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